
   

  UF/IFAS Okeechobee County Extension Service  
458 Highway 98 North  

Okeechobee, FL 34972-2578  
Phone: (863) 763-6469  

E- mail:  indianco@ufl.edu    
 
Palm Leaf Skeletonizer 

Daniel F. Culbert, Extension Agent III, Environmental Horticulture 
 

   
Left: leaf damage 
Above: waste material (frass) 
Below: larva - up to ½ in. 
Right: adult moth- ½ in. 
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The palm-leaf skeletonizer is a moth, the larvae of which feed on many varieties of palms. As 
many as 78 species of palms are known to be hosts of this insect, which feeds only on palms. 

Cocos nucifera

 
The caterpillars form dark tube-like structures on the underside of the leaf and eat leaf sections 
between veins. The resulting damage looks much like a leaf "skeleton."  

Homaledra sabalella

Management:

homeowners,



   

commercial growers and landscapers

Chemical: bifenthrin

imidacloprid

azadirachtin

Physical:

Biological:

pesticide recommendations for ornamental caterpillars

Caterpillars that Defoliate Trees and Shrubs

 
  

Other References:  

Woodybug Website

Host Preferences of the Palm Leaf Skeletonizer Tropicline,

Homaledra sabalella
Coleophoridae

Important Insect Plant Pests and their Hosts in Florida

Pests and Other Problems of Palms [

Pests of Palms In Florida and the Caribbean Region

Caterpillars of Ornamental Plants Sheet #1

Palm Leaf Skeletonizer


